Introduction
The Arctic is a place of immense natural resource wealth, both onshore and offshore.1 Yet it is also an environment with extreme conditions, therefore presenting particular challenges to the development of the resources, especially offshore oil and gas resources.2 Whilst the melting of the Arctic sea ice poses a significant opportunity for the development of these resources (and the focus at present is the offshore oil and gas resources), the technical and environmental aspects of an operation, combined with the high costs, make such exploitation of resources difficult. However, as sea ice recedes, and technologies improve, there has never been a more opportune time to develop such resources. Such a coalescence of conditions has meant that some of the Arctic States,3 as well as other States with an interest in these vast resources,4 are seeking to develop them and advance national interests. In particular, the exploration of abundant Arctic petroleum resources (oil and gas) has been on the agenda of Arctic States,5 giving rise to a perception of intense competition for petroleum resources of the Arctic.
To date there has already been some development of the mineral and petroleum resources. Regarding petroleum development, which is the focus of this chapter, the Snøhvit gas field and Goliat oil field in the Norwegian sector of the Barents Sea are operational. In the Russian Arctic the Yamal gas field, where its LNG terminal is under development, while the Prirazlomnoye oil field in the Pechora Sea is operational. There are also vast known, but as yet undeveloped petroleum resources in the western Russian Arctic, led by the mega Shtokman gas field in the Kara Sea. Russia sees its economic future tied to the Arctic, In an interview in September 2016, First Deputy foreign Minister Vladimir Titov noted that the Arctic zone of the Russian Federation accounts for over 15% of Russia's GDP, and 20% of its exports, with this expected to rise. 6 As part of this rush to harness the Arctic petroleum resources, there is a perception that there has been an overt drive by the Russian Federation to remilitarize their Arctic areas in order to drive the resource exploitation in the Arctic.7 Such militarization has been met with varied reception in the media, with headlines ranging from "Russia is Wrapping the Arctic in a Loving, Militarized Embrace",8 and "Russia Prepares Militarization of Arctic Ocean after Huge Oil and Natural Gas Strike",9 to the fearful headline of Defensetech which proclaims "Russia's Arctic Militarization 'Disturbing' , US lawmakers
